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what had to be done now? Having come, he
should make further efforts to meet her and talk
to her.
Sitting in his -room, Rangappa noticed that
Ratnamma passed in front of his door to go to the
next room which was hers. He heard also the
sounds of her removing the jewels. He therefore
strengthened his resolve as a lancer twirls his
moustache and walked quickly into the other
room. u I shall go and speak to her," he said
within himself, walking up, " and if she does not
reply, I shall abuse her and leave." The room
was not very well lit. There, near the window,
stood Ratnamma. Hearing his step, she turned
round. Who was it there ? Rangappa!
You have read the story of the Cow and the
Tiger ; I mean the honest cow which the tiger
stopped on its way to its calf and so on. " As the
cow was passing home, came along the tiger
king !" That is the text. Now did Rangappa
seem to Ratnamma as the tiger king who came
along seemed to the helpless cow ? Or did he not ?
I can hardly tell you. In any case, Ratnamma
just turned her face away again, so that he could
not make out whether his coming pleased her or
the contrary.
Rangappa walked slowly up to where
Ratnamma was, and standing beside her, looked